     Groton Public Library Board of Trustees

        September 8, 2015 Meeting Minutes

Present: Linda Bonavia, Sheri Shurtleff, John Watkins, 

Jennifer Morey, Sara Knobel

Excused: Mary Roberts, Frank Satterly

Leave of Absence: Rosalie Cook

President Linda Bonavia opened the meeting at 7:02 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Agenda: Approved as presented.

Approval of Minutes of 8/11/2015 Meeting: As provided.

Special Action: Need approval of clerk’s position to fill Marilyn Levine’s position. Postponed until Sara can rejoin group.

Executive Session: None

Finance Report: Sheri discussed the current finance report. She noted that Utica Mutual’s premium was $1600.00 less than that of 2014. Sara will contact Chris Dempsey question the difference in cost. Sara contributed to the Finger Lakes system this year for audio books. She also suggested running a class on Overdrive for seniors. Sheri made a motion to approve the financial report and action on warrants which was seconded by John and this was carried unanimously.

Buildings and Grounds: Linda complimented on the beautiful appearance of the flower gardens around the building. Sara will be contacting an electrician to fix 2-3 things on the premises. There was a suggestion that she contact Tom Billups who works for the Village, but also may be willing to work as an independent agent.

Library Executive’s Report: Sara stated that this was the most successful Summer Reading Program ever, especially in the middle school age group. She has been getting many compliments from the public about programs offered and leadership roles that the Library has taken. John questioned Sara about the grant money given to the High School for the “Shed Project.” Sara explained that now that school is back in session, more progress will be seen.

Committee Reports: There will be a special meeting of the Policy Committee on Sept. 24 to review computer usage and the Personnel Policy. Sara will contact Civil Service to help clarify the rest break law.

Unfinished Business:  Linda researched and presented more information about AEDs. No decision was made but further discussion will take place. Partial funding may be possible from the Groton Community Chest. 

New Business:  Sheri and Sara met in advance of the meeting to discuss the GPL 501 (c )3 status. The question of whether it is needed and the amount of resulting paperwork was discussed. Sara will contact the Library’s lawyer about this. It will be brought up at the October meeting.

   The issue of the Library payroll was also considered. Our payroll is currently done by Heather at the School. Sara has recommendations for other payroll services. She will provide these at the October meeting. Sheri recommended that a decision be made by January 1, 2016.

    The surveyor will update our property lines in the near future.

    There will be a work day (probably October 3) to clean out the basement. 

    Sara returned to the question of the clerk’s position and it was determined that anyone hired will be paid at the beginning rate. When Marilyn returns, she will be considered a temporary employee.

Period for Public Expression: None

Adjournment: John moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 p.m.  Sheri seconded this motion and it was carried.

Next monthly meeting: October 13, 2015  7p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Morey, Acting Secretary

