Groton Public Library Board of Trustees

October 13, 2015 Meeting Minutes

Present:  Frank Satterly, Sheri Shurtleff, Mary Roberts, Linda Bonavia, John Watkins, Sara Knobel

Excused:  Jennifer Morey

Leave of Absence:  Rosalie Cook

President Linda Bonavia opened the meeting at 7:03 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Agenda:  Approved as presented.

Approval of Minutes of September 8, 2015 Meeting:  No corrections or additions.  The minutes were adopted as presented.

Special Action: None.  

Executive Session:  Mary made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a Leave of Absence request from Marilyn Levine.  Sheri seconded the motion and at 7:08 the Board convened into Executive Session.  At 7:38 the Board returned.  Linda made a motion to regretfully deny the Leave of Absence request for November 30, 2015 through April 30, 2016 from Marilyn Levine.  Sheri seconded the motion, and it was unanimously carried.  Linda requested that Marilyn instead submit a letter of resignation.  When Marilyn returns she will have preference for any hours available.

Finance Report and Action on Warrants:  Sheri reviewed and made a motion that the Board approve the warrant of $7,356.26. Linda seconded the motion with the acknowledgement that an error of $60 is being paid to the Village of Groton for the fire extinguisher inspection.  The motion carried. 

Building and Grounds: It was noted that GPL made $13.80 from Teets Recycling as a result of the basement cleanup.  

Library Executive’s Report:  Please see attached.  Especially notable are the programming successes.

Committee Reports: None.  The next anticipated meeting to review the Personnel Policy is October 22. The question concerning rest breaks has been clarified.  Rest breaks are not required, but a meal break is required when an employee works 6 or more hours.

Unfinished Business: 

· AED. Grants are being pursued from both public and private entities.  

· 501(c)3 status.  GPL, as a school district library, already has the status as a non-profit.  Sara noted that this status, by itself, causes difficulties when writing grants.  NYS has asked for more time in it’s decision as to whether GPL should give up its 501(c)3 status. 

· Payroll Service.  Frank moved that GPL hire ADP for our payroll needs.  Sheri seconded the motion and it carried.

· Insurance Rate.  GPL’s insurance rate is lower this year because of no claims.  

New Business:  IRS form 990.  John has been designated as the Board member in charge of the 990 and will assist Sara with its filing.

Period for Public Expression:  None.

Adjournment:  John moved to adjourn at 8:38, Frank seconded, and the motion carried.

Next monthly meeting: November 10, 2015

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Roberts, Acting Secretary

