Groton Public Library Board of Trustees

August 11, 2015 Meeting Minutes

Present:  Frank Satterly, Mary Roberts, Linda Bonavia, John Watkins, Jennifer Morey, and Sara Knobel

Excused:  Sheri Shurtleff

Leave of Absence:  Rosalie Cook

President Linda Bonavia opened the meeting at 7:05 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Agenda:  Approved as presented.

Conference Report:  Drew Montreil reported on the Library Assistant Conference that he attended in Corning, NY with Bridgit Goodwin. Drew found two workshops especially interesting:  Programming With Kids Outdoors and No Money, No Talent, No Problem – Programming on a Tight budget.  In addition he visited the Corning Library and saw their process of setting up their Maker Space program.  As with Bridgit, he found the networking opportunities helpful.

Approval of Minutes of 6/9/2015 Meeting: One change was discussed under the Library Executive’s Report.  Instead of the wording “Since we are a community center” we agreed to clarify it to “Since we are a center for community information services.”  On a motion by John, and a second by Frank, the Board accepted the minutes, with that change, unanimously.  

Special Action:  None.

Executive Session:  On a motion by Linda, seconded by Mary, the Board went into Executive Session at 7:24 to discuss future structural changes and an issue surrounding contract workers.  The Board voted unanimously to return from Executive Session at 7:52 on a motion by Linda, seconded by John.  No vote was taken in the Executive Session.  

Finance Report and Action on Warrants:  Sara reviewed both the expenses and income.  She noted that we received Tompkins County’s 3rd quarter payment.  The warrant of $6,571.33 includes a semi-annual payment of $2811.50 for our Polaris System.  John moved to pay the warrant, Mary seconded, and the motion carried

Building and Grounds: The Board thanked Sue Haynes and Lucy Dates for their help in weeding the flower gardens in time for Groton Olde Home Days.  

Library Executive’s Report:  Please see attached. Sara noted specifically how popular the summer reading program has been this year.  

Committee Reports: None.  The anticipated meeting date of September 24 will be spent reviewing the Computer Usage Policy. 

Unfinished Business: The set-up for the FOGPL book sale and the Ice Cream Social fall on the same evening again this year, Thursday, August 12.  

New Business: John reported that the nearest AED is in the Groton Police patrol car and is readily available.  The Board will consider at the next meeting whether this is sufficient for our needs.  In addition John raised the question of the Library’s potential liability related to some of our food programs.  Sara will check to see if the Library is covered under the Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act.  

Period for Public Expression:  None.

Adjournment:  Frank moved to adjourn at 8:45, Jennifer seconded, and the motion carried.

Next monthly meeting: September 8, 2015

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Roberts, Acting Secretary

