Groton Public Library Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes

August 12, 2014

Present: F. Satterly. J. Watkins, M. Roberts, S. Shurtleff, S. Knobel. L. Bonavia, 

Excused: K. Buchan, R. Cook

Pledge of Allegiance: Frank Satterly opened the meeting at 7:07 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Agenda: Sheri Shurtleff presented 2 resolutions to be added to the Finance Report. Linda moved to add these resolutions, Mary seconded and that motion was passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes of July 8, 2014 Meeting: No changes were required.

Finance Report/Warrants: Sheri presented the August invoice in the amount of $5,710.46. Sheri moved to approve that warrant, Mary seconded and the motion was passed unanimously. No year-to-date reports were available at this time so will be reviewed at the September meeting. Sheri noted that the fees due Polaris were paid under the 2013-2014 budget in the amount of $6608.30. Several grants were listed as cash receipts. Linda moved to accept the Howland grant, the Food Dignity grant and the Groton Community Council grant. Sheri seconded that motion and it passed unanimously.

     On a motion by Sheri and seconded by Mary, the Board approved a resolution to accept the $2370. Food Dignity grant and increase the 2014-15 Budget by $2870. which includes the $500 grant received in July from Sustainable Tompkins. This will be a 

$2870 increase in budgeted revenue in Line #2708 Other Grants. A new expense line titled “Garden Grant Expenses” will be created with a budget of $2870 (note: the action to create a new expense line was approved at the July meeting when the $500 grant was accepted).

     On a motion by Sheri and seconded by Mary, the Board approved a resolution to increase the 2014-15 budget by $2321. with an appropriation from the fund balance.

This is to spend the unexpended balances of grants received during the 2013-14 budget year which were authorized for a period beyond June 30, 2014. The original sources of the funds are: $1000. Hope grant received in May 2014 for the Excellence in Equity program, $621. for the Pushing the Limits program, $500. from United Way for the summer reading program and $200. from the Howland Teen Thing program. An expense line titles “2013-14 Grants Expense” will be created with a budget of $1121. for expenses resulting from the Pushing the Limits and United Way grants; an expense line titled “Hope grant-Teen Night Expenses” will be created with a budget of $1000.; and the existing expense line “7410-184 Aides Salaries”  will be increased by $200. for the Teen Thing worker.

Buildings and Grounds: Mary reported that the flowers in the gardens are flourishing. Mary and Sara will be weeding this month. Sara reported that the new air conditioning unit will be installed in September by HSC. 

Library Executive’s Report: Sara provided data on the summer reading program for which there has been a great turnout. She provided an itemized list of varied July programs, notably the More than Honey documentary, Cornell Raptors, Healthy Tuesdays, the Paranormal Book Club and Baby Story Time. On October 18, the last Pushing the Limits program will features Soapmaking with Sharon Kaplan and the book

Lye in Wait. Her outreach efforts include the Groton Youth Commission, Groton Business Association Board and her column in the Groton Independent. Library circulation has shown a large increase over last year. Coming events she discussed were the Ice Cream Social on August 14 and the Library Book Sale on August 15 and 16. 

     Mary moved to adjourn the meeting and Frank seconded that motion. The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m. by unanimous vote.

                               Respectfully submitted,

                               Linda G. Bonavia

                                Secretary pro tem

Next meeting: September 9, 2014 

