Groton Public Library Board of Directors Meeting

May 14, 2013

Call to Order: Vice-President Mary Roberts called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.

Present: Mary Roberts, Rosalie Cook, Frank Satterly, Sara Knobel, Linda Bonavia, Matt Sparling (excused)

Guests: K. Clements, D. Jacobs, P. Miller, S. Shurtleff, B. Sperger, C. Sperger, S. Stroud

Review/Approve Agenda: Mary moved to change the order of the agenda due to Matt’s absence in the hope that he would arrive later in he evening. The following items were moved to the end of the meeting: Special Action, Executive Session. Finance Report and Committee Reports. Rosalie seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Secretary’s Report: Frank moved to accept the minutes of the April 9, 2013 meeting. Rosalie seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Buildings and Grounds: Sara asked for a vote to allow the gutters on one side of the building to be replaced as discussed previously by the Board. This work will cost approximately $1000. and will be done by Mark Heider. Frank moved to replace the gutters and Rosalie seconded his motion which was passed unanimously. Frank expressed concern about the condition of the basement and better use of that space. Sara mentioned that improvement of that area might qualify for a NYS construction grant but also cautioned that FLLS is moving to a new location which might have preference over local grants for funds. 

Library Executive’s Report: Sara outlined upcoming events at the Library including May Movie Night featuring “Bride of Frankenstein”, a visit from Bob Beck, author of “The Journey at Malloryville Bog”, who will do a book reading and signing and scheduled summer reading programs. A $1000. United Way grant proposal is complete and submitted and the Pushing the Limits adult grant for $2500. is in progress.  Sara secured 274 items from the Friends of the Library book sale in Ithaca A recent photography exhibit by Ed Brewer resulted in the sale of 4 of his photographs, 30% of the profits from which he donated to the Library. Currently the Groton Art Group has a display at the Library.

Old Business: Two grammatical corrections were made to the Gift & Donation Policy. Discussion of the use of gifts of varying cash amounts followed and this policy was tabled to allow for further research and discussion. Other policies will be reviewed in June as well.

New Business: Discussion of the Friends of the Library was postponed until further input from our attorney takes place. Sara reported updating literature and instructions regarding handling of hazardous materials which will be posted for use in the Library. Sara will also look into further Health and Safety training possibly in cooperation with the Village.

Executive Session: Mary moved that the Board go into Executive Session to meet with employee Dana Jacobs as has been done previously with other employees. Frank seconded the motion which passed unanimously. The Board went into Executive Session at 7:33 p.m. Linda Bonavia moved to return from Executive Session and Rosalie seconded her motion. The motion passed unanimously and the Board returned from Executive Session at 8:02 p.m. No action was reported from Executive Session.

Finance Report: In the continuing absence of President Matt Sparling, the Board began discussion of the Finance Report. Mary reviewed the Accounts Payable and Accounts Receivable items. The warrant including expenses of $ 4251.11 was approved for payment on a motion made by Mary and seconded by Rosalie which passed unanimously. 

Public Expression: S. Stroud gave copies of emails to the Board. She also presented a FOIL request to the Board for emails sent to all Board members from January 2011 to the present in her name and that of Pam Miller. She also inquired about the process for transferring funds out of reserves to be used for specific expenditures. Pam Miller inquired about a letter she gave to the Board from a former employee. 

Executive Session: Rosalie moved that the Board return to Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter. Frank seconded her motion which passed unanimously and the Board returned to Executive Session at 8:29 p.m. At 9:01 p.m. Linda moved to come back from Executive Session and Rosalie seconded the motion which passed unanimously. The Board returned from Executive Session at 9:01 p.m. No Action was taken by the Board. 

     Mary moved to adjourn the meting at 9:02 p.m. Frank seconded the motion which passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Linda G. Bonavia

Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 11, 2013  7 p.m.

