Groton Public Library Board of Directors Meeting

February 12, 2013

Call to Order: President Matt Sparling called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present: M. Sparling, R. Cook, M. Roberts, L. Bonavia, S. Knobel, F. Satterly (excused)

Guests: P. Miller, S. Shurtleff, B. Sperger, S. Stroud

Review/Approve Agenda: Mary moved to approve the agenda. Rosalie seconded that motion and it passed unanimously.

Executive Session: Matt moved that the Board go into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter at 7:05 p.m. Mary seconded that motion and it passed unanimously. Matt moved to return from Executive Session and Mary seconded the motion. That motion passed unanimously and the Board returned from Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. One action was taken by the Board during Executive Session. Matt moved to adjust an employee salary to conform to a new title and new responsibilities. This action is effective February 1, 2013. Linda seconded that motion and it passed unanimously. 

Secretary’s Report: Mary moved to accept the January 8, 2013 meeting minutes and Rosalie seconded. The minutes were unanimously approved.

Special Action: Matt proposed a resolution to expand the Groton Public Library Board to include 7 Trustees. Linda seconded and the resolution was passed unanimously.

Finance: Matt presented the accounts receivable report for the month. A total of $1049. In donations was noted. A $900. Grant from FOL was also received. The total amount of $2436.40 was reported.

     The accounts payable report included the semi-annual fee of $2678. for Polaris. Matt requested an estimate for this expense for next year. Matt moved to approve the warrant and Mary seconded. The warrant was unanimously approved. 

Buildings and Grounds: Sara reported that there is a water problem in the basement. She has consulted contractor M. Heider who suggested that we explore getting a sump pump.

Manager’s Report: Sara recognized the current art exhibit provided by Ed Levine. She listed several events scheduled for upcoming weeks, including a real estate seminar and book signing with David Hirsch for his Moosewood cookbook. The Rosen Grants have been submitted and work on our collections continues. Sara also described collaborative efforts toward programming with the Dryden and Cortland library staffs.

Old Business: Our attorney is reviewing the proposed Personnel Policy which we hope to accept next month. Work on the other policies under review continues.  

New Business: The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 30. Sara reminded all Board members up for re-election that their petitions are due to Mary Walker by 5:00 on April 1. Legal notice of these dates will appear in the newspaper on March 16.

     Sara mentioned that the Community Foundation can aid in the management of Library funds. Further information about this possibility will be investigated.

\Public Comments: S. Stroud posed several questions to the Board about phone calls to the Library, concerns about storage of her quilts which were displayed at the Library and ongoing litigation. 

     Matt moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:52. Rosalie seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Linda Bonavia, Secretary

Next Meeting: March 12, 2013 7:00 p.m.

