
Groton Public Library Board of Trustees Meeting

July 10, 2012

Call to Order: President Matt Sparling called the meeting to order at 7:04 p,m,

Present: M. Sparling, R. Cook, M. Roberts, F. Satterly, L. Bonavia, S. Knobel

Guest: S. Stroud

Review/Approve Agenda: Matt moved to approve the agenda, Rosalie seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Secretary’s Report: Rosalie moved to accept the Secretary’s Report for June 12, 2012, Frank seconded that motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Kris Buchan was scheduled to speak to the Board but could not be attend this meeting. He will join us at another time.

.Special Actions: An inquiry of the attorney for the estate of Margaret Barry Schneider concerning an appropriate use of her gift to the Library resulted in several suggestions. Discussion about these alternatives resulted in the decision to pursue acquiring a new set of A.A. Milne’s “Winnie the Pooh” books as well as planting a tree in Margaret’s honor. Frank suggested that we look into obtaining a tree from the Village for that purpose. The tree would also have a plaque recognizing its donor.  These ideas will be finalized at the August meeting and a letter informing the Schneider family and thanking them will then be sent.

     Discussion of the Financial Policy followed. Clarification of the title and role /responsibilities of the Director/Manager as well as the duties of the GSD Treasurer will be incorporated into the document as presented. Matt moved to accept the Financial Policy as amended, Rosalie seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Finance Report: Cash Receipts for the period up to June 21, 2012 to coincide with the end of the Library’s fiscal year were presented. Matt mentioned that he has signed all thank you notes sent for the gifts and donations received. Accounts payable for this same period were noted. Particular mention was made of the purchase of a table and chair for Bridget’s office space.  Matt moved to approve the warrant. Mary seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

     Accounts receivable for the remaining period up to July 10, 2012 of the new fiscal year followed as well as the accounts payable warrant for this interval. Three programs, Moreland the Magician, Merry-Go-Round Youth Theater and singer John Simon were paid for by Howland Grant funds. The Buried Treasure Farm program was sponsored by Sustainable Tompkins County. Rosalie moved to approve this warrant, Mary seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

      Sara discussed the Library request for funds being made to Tompkins County in the amount of $27,500 and an additional $550. She is preparing this request.

Buildings and Grounds: Sara, Frank and Matt are working to complete documentation for the NYS Construction Grant. This grant requires extensive research to match our needs with the specifics of what the grant might cover. It is due in October 2012.

     A new electrical box has been installed at the Library. Frank was able to facilitate this improvement with the Village.  Mary has spent time and effort working on the Library garden.

Manager’s Report:  Sara provided an extensive concerning past and future events at the Library:

· The Elementary Art display will be featured next.

· Headstart Art will be shown in the Children’s section.

· The recent Alzheimer’s series was informative and Sara has recommended it to other local libraries.

· Dan the Snake Man drew a record crowd.

· Trustees are needed to work on the upcoming book sale August 17 and 18.

· 2 laptops and 2 computers are scheduled to be installed.

· 2 new aides have been hired for a total of 6 aides. They will be offered work time during the book sale.

· Sara showed one volume of 1928 copyrighted set “Book Trails” given to the Library by an unidentified donor. Sara has looked into their value and consideration of offering them for sale will be made. They are beautiful volumes but interest in their circulation is debatable.

· Sara circulated the list of possible attendees for the Fall Strategic Planning Session.

· Western paperback novels, a favorite of Tuck Higgins, whose memorial donations were numerous, will be purchased for the Library.

· Sara provided very encouraging circulation figures from 2009 to 2012 over the time periods Jan to date and July to June (our fiscal year). Use of the library continues to grow as evidenced by this data.

· Staff reviews are all completed.

Old Business: Discussion of the Finger Lakes Library System Direct Free Access took place. This discussion resulted in the following resolution: That the Board of Trustees of the Groton Public Library accepts the Free Direct Access Plan. Matt moved that we accept this resolution, Mary seconded that motion and the resolution passed by a 5 yea-0 nay vote. As requested by the FLLS, notification of this resolution signed by Matt Sparling, President, will be forwarded to the System.

New Business: The Circulation Policy is being reviewed by Sara and Rosalie. Matt proposed that all policies be reviewed on an annual basis. This suggestion was felt to be worth consideration by the Board.

     There being no need for Executive Session, Matt moved to adjourn the meeting, Rosalie seconded that motion and it passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Linda Bonavia, Secretary   Next Meeting: August 14, 7 p.m.


